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The Hepburn Kinder

Early Chil dhood

WE VALUE

Aholistic approach that responds to children learning
through play and is based on their strengths and
interests. We are guided by the principles and practices
the Victorian Early Years Leaning Framework, Belongi
Being and Becoming and the learningaames of
Identity, Wellbeing, Community, Learning and
Communication.

WE BELIEVE

That the child is at the heart of everything we do. We view children as competent, capable,

’ : a unigue individuals and seek to guide them to reach their
full potential, by providing high quality education and care
that builds a strong foundation for lifelong learning.

Belonging means that children feel safe, secure and

supported. Partnerships with children, families and

community are essential. We recognisatiiamilies are
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to local community to

enhance children learning and provide a feeling of

belonging and social acceptance.
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freedom of expression, ia secure and responsive
environment that encourages kindness, resilience and
social and emotional intelligence. Where all children ha¥
the right to learn in an inclusive, positive and nurturing =
environment.

Children experience Becoming when teachinigtsntional, and

' experiences are open ended, hands on and allow children to learn at
their own pace and level of development. Literacy and numeracy are
embedded in meaningful ways throughout the program and service
to foster these emergent skills.

" The inabor and outdoor environment are of egual importance,
_, fostering curiosity, wonder, inquiry and exploration and the natural
'/ world is highly valued.
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and uniqueness are recognised and celebrated




Through play children engage in ang

interact with the world around
them. Play allows children to use
their creativity; develop their
imagination; build physical and
intellectual strengths; and
understand their scial and
emotional world.

Play helps children to find out who
they are. It helps them to feel good ‘
about themselves and develop a
positive sense of self.

Play helps children to make their own decisions, problem solve a myriad of situations; learn
about their own ability and how to master skills; build resilience and confidence. Play is
essential to successful healthy development.

I/ KAfRQa 9RdzON:GA2ylf ySSR& I NB YSi

1 Through the provision of a rich and challenging learning environment, where positive
reinforcement and enthusiastic involvement is the main technique used to
encourage learning through play.

1 Educators encourage children to
construct their own knowledgand ¢ e o ol PR S L e
understanding at their own pace, ' ‘ TS
building directly on their individual
strengths and interests.

1 Educators always provide a happy,
caring and safe environment,
where each child is free to expressg =
explore and be an integral part of
the Kindergarten envonment.



ECKA

Enriching children’s lives through learning
Our Preschool is proudly managed by ECKA Inc. ECKA is called the Approved Provider and is
responsible for all aspects of the management of the preschool including employment of

staff. Information about ECKA can be foundvatw.ecka.org.au and you will receive an
ECKA policy and procedure booklet when you commence.

ECKA is a ndbr-profit community based Early Years Management Service for kindergartens
and early childhood care services in Ballarat and surrounding areaglpmmanaging 28
services. While all kindergartens operate within Legislative guidelines, each kindergarten

operate an individual program to meet the needs of the children and families attending
their service. ECKA values the role the kindergarten in bgilldical support networks with
families, often contributing to lifelong friendships between the families and children who
have shared their kinder years together.

Our Purpose
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Our Values
Respect Courage Collaboration Compassion
Our Guiding Principle
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that maximises its impact on the lives of children.

We commit to:

1 Provision of higlguality education and care services that enhance the learning and
development of all children
1 Advocating for childreand the early education and care sectdpeing an influential
voice for high quality early years services
1 Planning and partnering for effective, sustainable and supported early years services
both now and in the future.
Contact ECKA

ECKA Office
11 Grandiew Grove, Wendouree VIC 3355
P: 5339 5055
E:admin@ecka.org.au



mailto:admin@ecka.org.au

Nati onal Qual i

Assessment and

OVERALL RATING FOR HEPBURN KINDERGARTEN

1 QAL EducationalProgram and Practice Meeting NQS

T QA2/ KA f RiNdBh/afBSafety Meeting NQS
1 QA3 PhysicaEnvironment Meeting NQS
1 QA4 Staffing Arrangements Meeting NQS
1 QA5 Relationshipswith Children Meeting NQS
1 QA6 CollaborativePartnership with Exceeding NQS

Families and Community

1 QAY Leadershipand Service Management Meeting NQS




ENROLMENT PR

FRI 28th OCgJAll online enrolments must be completed

All current children will have anterview booked in after session, before the end of the
year.

ALL FAMILIES WILL RECEIVE AN ENROLMENT PACKAGE
This will include:

I 2023 Parent Information Book
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Storypark Letter

Letters from Teachers

DET Funding Acknowledgement Information

Parent and Friends and Uniform Information

Required forms to be signed and bought to Interview
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| NTERVI EW

INTERVIEWS FOR 3 & 4 YEAR OLD
PARENTS for 2023 will be held on
WEDNESDAY 1ST FEBRUARY, THURSDAY
2ND of FEBRUARY and FRIDAY 3rd of
FEBRUARY

If not provided earlier, at this Interview you must
bring required certificates/ documentsAustralian
Immunisation Record, Birth Certificate,yan
medical plan (eg asthma, anaphylaxis), court
orders and signed photo permission, arrival and
departure and DET acknowledgement forms.

PLEASE BE AWARE THAT WITHOUT THESE
DOCUMENTS YOUR CHILD WILL NOT BE ABLE TO
START KINDER




2023 Cal en

2023School/Kindergarten Term Dates

Term 1- Monday 6th Februarg Thursday 6th of April
Term 2- Monday 24th Aprit Friday 23rd June
Term 3- Monday 10th July Friday 15th September
Term 4- Monday 2nd October Wednesday 20th December

2023 SESSIC

3 YEAR OLDS MIXED GROUP:
Group /Tue/Wed/Fri

4 YEAR OLDS MIXED GROUP:
Mon/Tue/Thur
Group @ Mon/Wed/Thur
Group @ Mon/Thur/Fri

Monday to Thursday: 9.162.15

Note: Monday and Thursday are straighyearold
days



OUR DAI LY PROGRANW

Each Day:

1 9.15am9.30am Morning Meeting
9.30-11.00am- Inside Play
11.0011.30am¢ Group Time
11.30amg 12.00pm- Morning Tea
12.00-1.30pm- Outside Play
1.30-2.00pm- Lunch Time
2.00-2.15pm- Pack Up and Book

=4 =4 =4 -4 - -9

Note: Morning Meeting will not start until Term 2. Times are approximate

Documenting

We useStorypark for our documentation. It is an edsyuse private online space that helps
teachers, parents and families work together to record, share and extend children's learning
and development.

Storypark 3§’

Document and
support children’s
learning, togethe

Engage families in children’s developmenti
your own private Storypark community:

Start your free trial



Chi

A Provides an ongoing
individual record of your
OKAftRQa fSINYyAy3a IyR
participation in the
Educational Program.

A Containing printed individual
learning stories that will also
be available on Storypark and
SEFYLX Sa 2F @&2dz2NJ OKAf RQa
artwork

A The Portfolios aralways
accessible to children and their families to view and share.

What t& \B#ami§i nde

What to bring:
A Abag.

A Healthy Morning Tea (fruit) and Lunch in a named
lunch box.

A A Drink Bottle (named). Water only please
A Spareclothes in case of toileting accidents.
What to wear:

A A named Sun Hat during Term 1 and Term 4
according to our Sunsmart Policy.

A A named coat and hat in Term 2 & 3 (Winter) is
essential in our cold climate.

A Itis essential that your child is dresseccamfortable play clothes that allow them
to run, climb and take part in messy activities.

A Please do not send your child in singlet tops/dresses as this is a regulation of our
Sunsmart policy

A Sensible footwear



